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Why is excellent attendance and punctuality important? 
Excellent attendance and punctuality are essential for students’ success at school; 
establishing positive life habits that enable students to achieve their full potential. Research 
has found that students with 95% attendance will achieve a grade higher on average than a 
student with 85% attendance. If a student misses 10% of lessons, then a student can expect 
to drop a grade. 
Through attending regularly, students can: 

Engage in essential learning and other school social events. 
Build friendships and develop social groups. 
Develop life skills necessary for future success  
We are not asking that any child attends school when they are genuinely ill, but absence 
does need to be kept to a minimum. 

It is important for parents and carers to contact school with the reason for absence when 
your child is unable to attend.  Please contact the school office on 01302 884465 each day to 
report your child's absence. 

Please click on the link below for further advice from the NHS and UK Health Security 
Agency regarding when you should keep your child off school. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachmen
t_data/file/1070910/UKHSA-should-I-keep-my_child_off_school_guidance-A3-poster.pdf  

Celebrating attendance at Canon Popham 

Each week our ATTENDANCE AMBASSADORS collect attendance data and announce the 
attendance ‘winner’ which is the class with the highest attendance for that week. Weekly, 
termly and yearly winners are proudly displayed in the school hall.  
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