


 Creating a love of reading in children is 
potentially one of the most powerful ways of 
improving academic standards in school.

 There can be few better ways to improve pupils 
chances in school, or beyond in the wider world 
than to enable them to become truly 
independent readers.



 Success in reading is fundamental to success in 
school and beyond.

 Reading is all about acquiring meaning; for 
enjoyment, information and understanding.

 It is not a performance. 

 It is not a test. 



 There are three main elements of reading within 
the National Curriculum. 

1. Word Reading 
2. Comprehension 
3. Reading for Pleasure

 This is across fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 

 Think about what access to reading your children 
have at home? 



1. Phonics and Word Recognition 
 The ability to recognise words presented in and 

out of context. 
 The ability to blend letter sounds (phonemes) 

together to read words. 

2. Understanding 
 The ability to understand the meaning of the 

words and sentences in a text. 
 The ability to understand the ideas, information 

and themes in a text. 
 If a child understands what they hear, they will 

understand the same information when they read. 



Cracking the English Language Code

 How many letters? 26

 How many sounds (phonemes)? 44

 How many spellings of the sounds? 144



 Being able to read does not mean you 
understand what you read.

 Your child might sound like a good reader but 
may not necessarily understand what the text 
means.

 The best way to develop understanding is to 
talk about texts.



 Teaching reading: phonics 

 Shared reading (SMARTboard)

 Subjects across the curriculum linked to books

 Reading across the curriculum

 Genres: Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, plays

 Home reading books  - phonically decodable



 Phonics – saying the sounds in a word and blending 
them to read a word (Fred talk, Fred fingers, Fred 
in your head)

 KS1 ‘Common Exception Words’ - words that need 
to be read by sight without being sounded out (as 
this is not possible)

 Vocabulary - understanding the meaning of words

 Fluency - Reading speed of 90 words per minute 
with expression and understanding.



 Our school follows ‘Read, Write Inc.’ which is a 
literacy programme by Ruth Miskin. 

 The whole programme covers phonics, reading, 
writing and spelling and is used across EYFS 

and in KS1. 



Phoneme – spoken sounds – there are about 44 in the 
English language

Grapheme – how we write each of the spoken sounds e.g
the spoken sounds ‘f’ is written using the graphemes f, 
ff, ph.

Red words – words that cannot be sounded out e.g. I, said, 
they

Green/blue words – words that can be sounded out using 
our phonics

Fred talk – (Fred is the frog) he can only talk in sounds 
e.g. sh-o-p







QUESTIONING IS KEY 
 What type of text is this book? (Fiction/Non-Fiction)
 Have you read any other books by this author?
 What do you think the book will be about? (Prediction)
 Can you find an example of an adjective/adverb on this 

page? (grammar)
 Why did [the character] feel sad?
 What do you think might happen next? Why? (Based on 

what read so far)
 What does the word [insert word] mean? What is 

another word for [word]?
 Why did {character] do that?
 What features can you see on the page? (Non-Fiction)
 What does the word say? Use your sounds.
 What digraph is in that word? 

















 Reading is a skill your child should practise every day for at 
least 15 minutes.

 Discuss what has been read (V.I.P.E.R.S)
 Your child can read their school book, magazines, comics or 

any other book that they have at home.
 Practise reading common and tricky words. (Common 

Exception Word mat)
 Practise Set 1, 2 and 3 phonemes (Phonics)
 Vocabulary – Discuss the meaning of unknown words
 Fluency – Aim for a reading speed of 90 words per minute 

with expression and understanding.
 Stamina – Encourage children to read for longer periods of 

time / read longer texts
 Reading Records should be communicated in by parents / 

carers / any adult who has listened to the child read!



 Set aside a specific time for reading every day and make 
reading a priority. Try not to do the reading when you are 
both tired! 

 Walk through the book first and discuss the pictures and 
the important words. Always remember to keep reading 
aloud to your child even when they can read independently. 

 Encourage your child to read to you. Follow the words with 
your finger and sound out the words (c-a-t: cat) See if 
they can pronounce each sound and then blend them 
together

 Be positive. Praise your child for trying hard at their 
reading. Let them know it is alright to make mistakes. 

 It’s not just about books.







If you have any questions or would like further

information about reading, please email your

child’s class teacher:

Year 1 – year1@cpa.dsat.education

Year 2 – year2@cpa.dsat.education

mailto:year1@cpa.dsat.education
mailto:year2@cpa.dsat.education

