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ADDITION
2
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Stage 5 

Using Dienes apparatus / place value counters alongside the 
formal written method.

25 + 47 = 
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Stage 6: 

Compact column method



SUBTRACTION
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Stage 5: 

Making the link between the practical and column subtraction.

72 - 47



7

Stage 6: 

Compact method 



MULTIPLICATION
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Using arrays to support
multiplication

3 x 5 = 15
5 x 3 = 15
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To multiply 3 one digit numbers 
together.

3 x 2 x 5 = 30

5 x 2 x 3 = 30

5 x 3 x 2 = 30

The same answer 
will be reached 
no matter which 
numbers are 
multiplied first.
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38 x 7

30 + 8
X   7

56 (7 x 8)
210 (7 x 30)
266

Stage 5: 

Expanded short multiplication
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Stage 6: 

Short multiplication 



DIVISION
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Stage 6
Short Division
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Notes:

We teach the children to ask themselves 4 questions – in steps -
about the calculations they are doing:-

1. Is it a calculation you can do in your head (mentally)? If yes, 
then do it mentally. If not, then …

2. Is it a calculation you can do with jottings? If yes, then do it 
using jottings. If no, then …

3. Is it calculation where you need a more formal written 
method? If yes, then choose the appropriate method. 


